Counter-Revolt:   The Kapp Putsch
was a political strike. The workers saw in it the only-
means of expressing first their demand for more
decisive revolutionary measures and specifically their
opposition to the formation of military organizations
under the leadership of officers of the old German
army. The central government obviously was im-
pressed by this action, and while the strike and the
shooting were still going on, we saw huge posters
appear on the walls of the city with the promise of the
government (in which we Independent Social Demo-
crats were no longer represented) " Socialization is
on the march ". It always remained on the march
and never arrived at the goal.
But a genuine revolutionary spirit was reflected in
the discussions of the convention. I took a leading
part in them. Actually it was my official entry upon
the national scene of German politics.
" Our representatives in the Government of the
People's Commissars should not have given then-
consent to the speedy convocation of the Constituent
Assembly/' I declared. " You answer my criticism
with the argument that the assembly was forced to
convene so quickly because during our whole past
history we always had demanded democracy and a
free suffrage. That is true. But we were experi-
encing a revolution which created a new law and
required a new attitude. It was most regrettable
that there was no co-ordination between the work
of the Workers' and Soldiers' Councils in the different
parts of the country and that of the assembly.
" The revolution had the task of establishing solid
bases for the young republic by dethroning those
powers of the past which through their economic